
H22  
– THE MAKING  
OF A SMARTER 
CITY

H22 City Expo is an international event in  
Helsingborg, Sweden in the summer of 2022  
that will focus on long-term innovation work aimed 
at lasting change, for example, through circular 
solutions, sustainable urban development, smart 
technology, and much more.
 In 2020, the European Commission awarded 
Helsingborg as one of Europe’s most innovative 
cities, and H22 is part of a focused effort to  
accelerate the innovation work. During H22 City 
Expo, you will be able to see, experience, and  
explore innovations that will shape the smart  
and sustainable cities of the future.

SOME INNOVATIONS FOR  
TOMORROW’S SMART CITY

THREE PIPES CIRCULAR SEWER SYSTEM
Smart circular housing in practice
In the newly built city district of Oceanhamnen in central  
Helsingborg, more than 2,000 homes and offices are using a  
unique system for increased sustainability. Simply put, three  
different pipes run from each home or office and enable water  
and waste resources to be converted into renewable energy.  
The project is the first in the world to use the new system at  
full scale – following its development in Helsingborg – along  
with sister projects in six cities around Northern Europe.

BIOCHAR
A climate-friendly carbon product  
that reduces emissions
Working out of Vera Park – a thriving test bed for jointly  
developing green solutions in Helsingborg – NSR (regional  
environmental company Nordvästra Skånes Renhållning AB) is 
exploring the role that biochar can play in addressing climate issues. 
Biochar is produced by burning organic material in a container with 
very little oxygen, a process known as pyrolysis. The result is a stable 
form of carbon that won’t easily leak into the atmosphere, and clean 
energy is created in the process in the form of heat. Biochar can also 
be used in soil to bind the carbon dioxide released when waste  
from gardening and agriculture is left to decompose naturally.

IKEA
Sustainable urban planning in real time
The furniture giant is a major partner of H22, and for the first time  
in the company’s history, IKEA is collaborating with an entire city 
through several unique projects in Helsingborg. Among other things, 
a new little community is being built in the forest of Fredriksdal, 
specifically with H22 City Expo in mind, where students and  
researchers from around the world will be engaged in exploring  
how to create truly sustainable and circular housing and  
communities for the future.

H22 CITY EXPO IN BRIEF

• 35 days

• 30 May to 3 July 2022 

• 4 geographical main areas  
 – SeaU/City Centre, Oceanhamnen,  
 Drottninghög, and Gröningen

• 200+ innovations for  
 tomorrow’s smart city

• 70+ collaborators from the  
 business sector and academia

Helsingborg is a mid-sized city of  
just over 150,000 residents in southern 
Sweden, beautifully situated along 
the narrowest part of the Öresund 
strait. Focused efforts on innovation 
and change have resulted in the City 
of Helsingborg being named one of 
Europe’s most innovative cities in the 
European Capital of Innovation Awards 
2020. The city has a prominent role in 
UNECE’s Trees in Cities Challenge and 
has also been voted Sweden’s Most 
Environmentally Friendly Municipality 
several years in a row.

READ MORE AT H22.SE/EN
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